
Trimming trees

If Public Works crews aren’t busy 
plowing in the winter, there’s a 

good chance they’re trimming trees. 
Any branches hanging less than 15 
feet above the road are trimmed. 
This process prevents City trucks and 
other large trucks from hitting low-
hanging branches. 

Last winter, Street Maintenance 
workers trimmed 576 trees. Crews 
feed trimmed branches through a 
wood chipper. The wood chips are 
then stored at Western Maintenance, 
106th Street and Hampshire Road 
and used on City trails. The wood 
chips are also available to residents 
at no charge.

 Don’t miss out on this holiday fun at the Center for the Arts!

Located in Bloomington Civic 
Plaza at the corner of West 98th 

Street and Old Shakopee Road, the 
Center for the Arts houses seven 
arts organizations. For facility 
information, call 952-563-8889. 
For tickets, call the box offi ce at              
952-563-8575. 

Gifts in the Gallery 

Visit the Inez Greenberg Gallery 
December 7 – 21 to fi nd unique 

gifts for 
everyone 
on your 
holiday 
shopping 
list. The 
boutique-
style sale 
features 
a wide array of items such as silk 
scarves, jewelry, ceramics, blown 
glass, and more all handmade by 
more than 60 local artists. 

Sale hours are Monday through 
Wednesday, 10 a.m. – 5 p.m., Thursday 
through Friday, 10 a.m. – 9 p.m., 
Saturday, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.,
Sunday, 1– 5 p.m.

There will be a festive reception 
on Wednesday, December 7, 6 – 8 p.m. 
Be the first to check out the items 
for sale while enjoying live holiday 
music, light refreshments, a drink 
from the cash bar and a chance to win 
a door prize.

Bloomington Chorale
Christmas Past and Present

Listen to holiday music from over the years celebrating 
the spirit of the season.

Friday, December 16, 7:30 p.m.,
Saturday, December 17, 4 p.m.

Adults $16, seniors and students $12

Continental Ballet Company                                            
The Nutcracker

Join us for Tchaikovsky’s timeless tale of Clara’s voyage to 
the land of the Sugar Plum Fairy with her magical godfather 
Drosselmeyer. Choreography by Riet Velthuisen. 

Saturdays, Dec. 3 and 10, 7:30 p.m. Sundays, Dec. 4 and 11, 3 p.m.
Adults $24, Seniors and Students $19, Children under 13 $13

Monroe Crossing
A Bluegrass Christmas

Fill your holiday season with musical merriment as 
Monroe Crossing dazzles audiences with a blend of classic 
bluegrass, bluegrass gospel and heartfelt originals. 

Wednesday, December 14, 7:30 p.m.
All tickets $30

Medalist Concert Band
Sounds of the Season

Enjoy all of your favorites, both traditional carols and 
modern classics, in this popular holiday program.

Sunday, December 18, 4 p.m.
Adults $14, seniors and students $12

Protect your home this winter       

With plenty of snow and some subzero temperatures, 
Minnesota winters can cause a number of household issues. 

Preparation is essential when it comes to protecting your plumbing 
from the cold.                                                

Prevent frozen pipes                                                                                            

Long periods of subzero temperatures can cause water meters and 
internal pipes to freeze. To prevent frozen pipes, allow heat to 

circulate around the meter by opening the doors to the meter closet and wrap water pipes with foam insulation. If you will be 
out of town for an extended period of time, contact Bloomington Utilities to request that your water be turned off at the street. 
Utilities charges $50 to shut off water and $50 to turn it back on. For more information, call Bloomington Utilities at 952-563-8777.

Prevent sewer backups

Over time, homeowners may experience problems with their sewer service lines. Problems such as collapsed pipes or tree 
roots growing into service lines can cause stoppages. These problems may require frequent cleaning or repairs. If your 

sewer backs up more than once a year, it may be time to clean or repair the line. Before contacting a contractor, call Bloomington 
Utilities at 952-563-8777.  They will check the City’s mainline condition in the street for a possible blockage.  This service is free.
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Bloomington 
Yesterday

Taking part in a timeless tradition, 
these Palmer School students 
posed for a class picture in 

1900. Palmer School was a rural one-
room school that served students 
through eighth grade. In 1917, Palmer 
School consolidated with fi ve other 
rural districts to form Bloomington 
Consolidated School district. In 2017, 
the district will host its centennial 
celebration. Photo courtesy of the 
Bloomington Historical Society. 
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